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Synopsis

The maintenance of a skid resistant surface is a very important factor in the service performance of a highway. All types of
pavements will show a reduction in coefficient of friction values during service life. This reduction is caused by wear and polish of
traffic.

One of the primary purposes of a screening seal coat is to improve the skid resistance characteristics of an existing asphalt
concrete pavement. It is important that suitable tests be developed that will provide screenings having a high original friction value,
and a high degree of resistance to reduction in the friction factor by wear and polish of traffic.

A satisfactory method has been developed for producing screening test plates for determining the original coefficient of friction.
Friction values from these plates correlate very well with field test patches shortly after placing.

A simple quantitative test method has been developed for measuring the angularity and surface roughness of screenings, (the
Ks factor). This result correlates very well with the original friction value of the screenings, and may be used for specification
requirements.

A laboratory method for wear and polish studies has been developed which shows good correlation with actual service
performance of screenings.
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